January 2010

Dear Friends,

As I write this letter, the end of January quickly approaches.  Usually it is a relatively slow month but this year January has been the exception rather than the rule.  Fortunately, it is mostly good things that are keeping us busy but more on that later…

Last year was a very good one for Newhouse.  Our donors stepped forward and we were able to serve the rising number of clients who came to us for services.  We have seen a 20% increase in numbers for each of the past two years.  Also, thanks to our donors, we are DEBT-FREE for the first time since we moved into this building in March of 1999.  What a wonderful feeling that is!  We ended 2009 with all of our Accounts Payable paid and with money in our operating and reserve accounts.  A HUGE THANK YOU to all who supported us.  While it is not possible to make personal contact with each of you individually, I want you to know that I am forever grateful for all you have done.

The building has been filled with workmen the past several weeks.  Thanks to the efforts of Rep. Emanuel Cleaver II, Newhouse received a federal appropriation in the amount of $190,000 in 2009.  Work began in 2009 and continues today.  As a result of this much needed funding, we have been able to:

· Upgrade our lighting with energy efficient bulbs making our surroundings  brighter and our energy bills less

· Replace carpet and tile on the remaining two floors of the building

· Upgrade our security system to state of the art equipment

· Replace all the toilet stalls

· Purchase new tables for the dining room

· Re-key the entire building making it safer and more accessible

· Replace motors on our heating/cooling system

· Tuck-point and caulk the brick and windows and paint the exterior (will begin in warmer weather)

Our programs are strong even though we need additional childcare and therapy staff.  I am very proud of the work done by our staff and recognize their commitment to Newhouse by the number of hours they work and the number of years they have been committed to our mission here.  I am amazed at the number of people who have reached their five and ten year milestones, along with staff who have been employed 13, 14 and 26 years.  Given the intensity of the work, the pay they receive, the issues they deal with and the many tasks tackled by the staff, this is a fact to boast about.

We have wonderful trustees who are dedicated to the mission of Newhouse.  They have taken responsibility for many fundraising events and this responsibility will be increasing in 2010.  Likewise, our Friends of Newhouse members are loyal and continue to contribute their talents and skills on a regular basis.  The Friends of Newhouse are a combination of former board members, former staff and/or community members who want to be involved in our work.  I encourage you to consider either group as a way to be involved with Newhouse and domestic violence.  Or if you would prefer to serve on a committee or be an event or shelter volunteer, please do not hesitate to call me.

2010 is presenting itself as a year of promise and opportunity.  I hope you will join us in whatever capacity is convenient for you as we continue the mission of Newhouse.  There is plenty of work to be done.
Best wishes,
Leslie D. Caplan                                  





          President
